
Introduction
Welcome to The Knitting Gauge Converter! 

KGC is a simple program that will help you quickly convert one gauge to another. 

Suppose your pattern calls for a gauge of 20 st = 4" and tells you to cast on 80 stitches -- but you've decided
to use a different yarn or needle size and your swatch gauge is 18 st = 4". KGC will calculate the number of
stitches you need to cast on so that the finished item is the same width as the pattern, even though your gauge
is different. 
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Using The Knitting Gauge Converter

Step 1. Entering pattern information
You must first enter the # stitches (rows) per 4" and the # stitches (rows) required by the pattern. If
your pattern calls for 20 st = 4" and a cast on of 80 stitches, you would enter 20 and 80 as illustrated
below.

KGC automatically calculates the finished width (length) based on the pattern gauge and # stitches
(rows).

Rows are converted exactly the same as stitches. If your pattern calls for 20 r = 4" and tells you to knit
80 rows, you would still enter 20 and 80 as illustrated above.

Step 2. Entering swatch information
You must enter the # stitches (rows) per 4" for your swatch. If your swatch gauge is 18 st = 4", you
would enter 18 as illustrated below:



KGC automatically calculates the number of stitches (rows) you need to cast-on (knit) to make the
finished item the same width (length) as the pattern. It also calculates the finished width (length) for
your gauge so you can compare it to the pattern's width (length).

Note that you do not absolutely have to enter gauge in terms of 4", but you do have to be consistent. If
you enter stitches per inch for the pattern gauge, you must enter stitches per inch for the swatch
gauge.

Step 3. Fine-tuning the result
Sometimes, you will want to control whether the converted # stitches (rows) is odd or even in order to
properly center a stitch pattern. You can do this by using the Round Up and Round Down buttons at
the bottom of the screen.

Sometimes, the converted # stitches (rows) is an exact multiple of the pattern gauge as illustrated



below.

In this case, the Round Up and Round Down buttons are disabled. If you need an even or odd result,
you must make a manual decision as to whether you want the finished item to be narrower or wider
by one stitch.

Tips & Tricks

Use the wrong size pattern to make the right size garment
Let's say you're looking at a sweater pattern that provides instructions for 4 different sizes (S, M, L and XL)
and you want to make a medium sweater. The pattern says that 20 st = 4" and you should cast on 120 stitches.
Your swatch gauge is 19 st = 4" so you use KGC to determine you need to cast on 114 stitches. 

Your gauge is bigger, e.g., you have fewer stitches per inch, so a smaller pattern size will produce a bigger
sweater using your gauge. Look at the pattern again -- if there are instructions for a smaller size that requires
you to cast on 114 stitches, simply follow those instructions to knit your medium sweater. 

Even if the smaller size is off by one or two stitches, you may still be able to use that size depending on the
style of the garment. 

Manually calculate stitches (rows) when all you have is gauge and
width (length)
Sometimes a pattern will omit the row gauge and tell you to knit so many inches rather than the number of
rows. When this happens, you need to manually determine the number of rows to knit in your gauge. The
formula for this calculation is: 

finished length x rows per inch = # rows to knit

If you gauge is 20 r = 4" and the finished length is 12 inches, then: 

rows per inch = 20 ÷ 4 = 5

# rows to knit = 12 x 5 = 60



Remember: For a given yarn and needle size, the gauge for stockinette will not be the same as the gauge for
rib, garter stitch, cables, lace or any other stitch pattern. If the pattern specifies gauge for stockinette, your
swatch must be stockinette; otherwise, your swatch must be knit using the same stitch pattern as the finished
item in order to correctly calculate stitches, rows, width or length. 

Use KGC to convert stitches (rows) for shaping
Suppose your pattern tells you to bind off the center 10 stitches to begin neckline shaping. You can use KGC
to determine that binding off 10 stitches in the pattern gauge (20 st = 4") really means to bind off the center
2". If your swatch gauge is 24 st = 4", KGC will determine that you need to bind off 12 stitches instead of 10.

Legal Information

Copyright 2004, Brenda A. Bell
This program may be used free of charge for both personal and commercial use. 

This program may be redistributed free of charge in the exact form in which it was received with all files in
tact and unmodified. 

This program may not be redistributed in combination with any commercial publication, software or product
without the express written prior consent of the author. 

This program may not be reverse engineered for any reason. 

Warranties
The author of this program makes no explicit or implicit warranties with respect to the accuracy of the
program or documentation. The author will not be held responsible for any damages incurred as a result of
using this program. 

Contacting the Author
If you have questions regarding the copyright or you believe you have found evidence of a copyright
violation, please send an email to b311b-copyright@theotherbell.com. 

To report an error in the program or documentation, please send an email to b311b-
kgcbugs@theotherbell.com. 

To request technical support, please send an email to b311b-kgcsupport@theotherbell.com. However, the
level of support available for this free software is limited; support requests will be handled on a first come,
first serve basis as time allows. 


